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Fifthly.    To   describe  the  countries   of  Cachar,   Jfyn-.
teeah,  and  the   Cossyah  hills,   which  have  been recently
annexed to the British Indian dominions.
SECTION 1.

] st. Of the several passes into the territories of Ava, we had
Done but the most imperfect and unsatisfactory accounts
previous to the late war, and of the very existence of some,
we were wholly ignorant. The mountains through which they
lead were known to be inhabited by fierce and unconquered
tribes, whose aggressions on the inhabitants of the subjacent
plains had led in many instances to the payment of a species
of black-mail to procure exemption from their attacks; and
even those from among our subjects, who, in the pursuit of
traffic, had ventured among their fastnesses, had scarcely ever
penetrated beyond the first ranges which immediately over-
look the low lands of Bengal and Cachar.

2nd. Of the countries beyond, or on the eastern side of, this
mountain barrier, our information was necessarily still more
imperfect; and with the exception of that portion of the
Irawattee river between Ava and Rangoon, our knowledge
had not advanced one step beyond the point it had attained
when the clear, laborious, and accurate Buchanan withdrew
from the field of investigation. When, at the commencement
of the Burmahwar, our ignorance of the whole frontier became
manifest, and it was found that the records of Government
furnished no information that could in the slightest degree
direct or facilitate the advance of those armies, which it became
evident were necessary to preserve the integrity of our domi-
nions, much undeserved obloquy was directed against the local
officers, who had, in some instances, for a series of years, been
employed along the line of frontier: they were expected to
afford information, which could only have been obtained by
personal examination, and this the apprehensive jealousy
of the neighbouring states effectually precluded. The petty
itajahs of Jynteeah, Cachar, and Tripurah, and the Burmese
authorities of Arracan, watched every advance, and baffled
every inquiry with a vigilance which no determination or skill
could overcome, and the lamentable effects of unavoidable
ignorance were afterwards shewn, in an expenditure of life and
treasure, without parallel in the annals of Indian warfare.